


- '&U 




□Ml. - 


illil 




w&sIbvBfSsM 


V-WwSBw 


\>vV'"' 

N x 

xV"'"'^* 


V.- V. :.* •.-•.••_*•.■-■ A*;- j;-. :• -X ■ 

fe.vsn 

■ • *p- 

■ - • 

-j 

uv >;5 vyJK- 

■V 

■■ 

: :: .V 


" 

b- ;■:::: : 

. •*:;?»\;!.:isTr;*--;:- 


& 

IK*. v. . ,v.\ 
•;•>. 'A ttcs 




: V 

^‘y 

mmmgmmrn- 


smgmmmmm.. .-■••■■ m 

4 

gaBrocfe -. -•-.- 

mm ms 

■ 

-;' 

. 


• v\qC 03 

>41 


;SPp 

p#p 




■■■■■■ - ■ . 


vMmvi 








mm 

: l‘'tfczCi 


Man against metal in a 


SWf 


illl§f 8 | 

u-fiWf fi'lr M'KSg£t£|tj 

■smMM 





























































































































































































































NOVEMBER, 1951 


Beg. U. S. Pot. Off. 


Oil T'QjcdbuMA 



WILLIAM B. ZIFF 

Chairman ot the Board 

and Publisher 

3. G. DAVIS 

President 


Vice-Presidents: 

MICHAEL H. FROELICH 

Dir. Eastern Division 

H. J. MORGANROTH 

Production Director 

LYNN PHILLIPS, JR. 

Advertising Director 

H. G» STRONG 

Circulation Director 


Secretory T i easurer 

G. E. CARNEY 

Art Director 

HERMAN R. BOLL1N 

Associate Advertising Director 

Me J. CULLIGAN 


Editor 

HOWARD BROWNE 

Managing Editor 

L. E. SHAFFER 

, Art Editor 

LEO RAMON SUMMERS 


THE OBSERVATORY 

By The Editor 


■ » » I 


6 


FLAHERTY’S LUCKY DAY 

By E. Bruce Yaches .... 


7 


THAT’S RIGHT- 

By Frank Cain 


YOU'RE WRONG 


* * 


55 


DEATH RAYS FROM SPACE 

By Jon Barry .. 


55 


A VOICE ON THE WIRE! 

By Walt Crain . 


97 


DIG OUT THE DEAD! 
By Dale Lord . 


97 


ELECTRON KILLER 

By L. A. Burt . .. . 


118 


HE CONFOUNDS THE EXPERTS! 

By June Lurie 


113 


LIBRARY IN A HURRY! 

By Leo Lewin . 


• m 


119 


NO GUN FOR JUNIOR 

By Tom Lynch . 


119 


NATURE KNOWS THE ANSWERS! 

By Glenn Ofis. 


137 


THE CLUB HOUSE 
By Rog Phillips . . 


138 


TRADE IN YOUR OLD LIVER! 

By Salem Lane . 


143 


THE READER'S FORUM 

By The Readers . 


■ >#**** 


* » 


144 


SCIENCE FICTION BOOKCASE 

By Sam Merwin . 


158 


"WHAT ONE MAN KNOWS . 

By Ralph Cox .. 


II 


159 


THE UNIVERSE AT WORK 
By John Weston . 


160 


V A 

- -r, J} „ Z 

r" /WF A 


c 

CP 


z 

%G C 


Copyright. 1951. ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 
Published monthly by ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING COMPANY at 185 
North Wabash Ave.. Chicago 1. II! Editorial—New York Office, 3f>6 
Madison Ave.. New York 17 N F Copyright under International Copy¬ 
right- Convention. Entered as second class matter June 3. 1947 at the 
Post Office. Chicago. Illinois, under the Act of March 3. 1879. Addition¬ 
al second class entry. Holyoke. Massachusetts Subscription: in U. S. 
Canada. Mexico. South and Central America, and U S Possessions 
?2.50 for 12 issues, all other foreign countries. $3.50 for 12 issues. 
Subscribers should allow at least two weeks for change of address. A11 
communu at ions about subscriptions should be addressed to the Director 
of Circulation. Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. 185 North Wabash 
Ave.. Chicago 1. Ill. 





























sum mERuiiira 


BOOKCASE 


GREAT STORIES OF SCIENCE FIC¬ 
TION, edited by Murray Leinster with an 
introduction by Clifton Fadiman, Random 
House, New York ($2,95). 

And still they keep coming, rolling or 
staggering off the publishers' presses of 
the land. We're speakingof stf anthologies, 
of course. Surely by this time there must 
be enough of them in print to run al i the 
mystery-detective anthologies right through 
the rear wall of any respectable-sized lend¬ 
ing library. 

However, veteran science fiction author 
Murray Leinster has come up with an ex¬ 
cellent group of stories, most of them, 
praise Zoroaster, longer than is usual with 
such collections, in fact the only weak spot 
is the introduction by the august Mr. Fadi- 
man, who runs with heavy feet from Vir¬ 
gil's Aeneid, through such fine full fustian 
as “.. * As the sunflower to the sun, so the 
Machine’s iron face turns forever toward 
the shape of things to come. ..", through 
Max Eastman, Henry Adams, President 
Conant of Harvard, W. H. Auden, Arthur 
Koestler, Ghandi and even Baudelaire, and 
others, a few of whom have actually some 
connection with stf. 

The contents page, however, contains the 
names of more familiar craftsmen—Ralph 
Milne Farley, Cleve Cartmill, Malcolm 
Jameson, C. L. Moore, Anthony Boucher, 
Theodore Sturgeon, Lewis Padgett and 
others, including anthologist Leinster under 
his own name and that of his real-life 
alter-ego, Will F, Jenkins. We liked best 
Jameson's BLIND ALLEY, IN HIDING, by 
Wilmar H. Shiras, Boucher's THE 

CHRONOKINESIS OF JONATHAN 

HULL and Jenkins' SYMBIOSIS. But both 
quality and entertainment levels are high 
throughout and each reader will have to 
pick his own favorites. 

BEYOND INFINITY by Robert Spencer 
Carr, Fantasy Press, Reading, Pennsylva¬ 
nia ($2.75). 

Mr. Carr, a slick and sensitive writer 
indeed, seems more preoccupied with the 
romantic possibilities of what space-flight 


and alien invasion may do to people of 
greater and lesser importance right here 
on wretched old Earth than he does w T ith 
the gadgetry and trappings of space-flight 
and invasion themselves. As such he has 
attained a certain symbolic quality (we 
suspect quite deliberately) that may seem 
even a little whimsy with the whamsy to 
the more hard-boiled space-opera addicts 
of current stf. 

But for those who can live without 
pirates of the void and the like, this 
author has a great deal to offer in the 
way both of entertainment and in the 
provacation of thought. As such his themes 
are secondary to the results and reactions 
they cause, matter little in themselves same 
as devices. 

In the longest of the four novelets that 
compose this volume—BEYOND INFIN¬ 
ITY—he takes an old and generally dis¬ 
credited theory about time travel—that 
exceeding the speed of light w 7 ill bring such 
travelers back younger than when they 
started—and makes of it a touching and 
dramatic human storv. 

In MORNING STAR he revives the old 
legend of Venus as an actual planet of 
female and highly fertile love, turns it 
into a delightful sort of cosmic joke. In 
THOSE MEN FROM MARS he has an 
alien visitor land on the White House 
lawn and make Cold-Wartorn officials 
look like the harassed little men they are. 
And in MUTATION he deals with the 
creation of a new and nobler sort of 
superman. All of these are hoary old 
chestnuts of plots. But what Mr. Carr 
does with them makes his fine little col¬ 
lection a must for any stf reader given 
to thought in any form. 

* * * 

TYPEWRITER IN THE SKY and FEAR 

BY L. Ron Hubbard, Gnome Press, New 
York ($2.75). 

In the first of these two short novels 
the founder of ‘‘the science of mental 
health” takes off on one of his typical 
double-personality, split-time Captain Ap¬ 
plejack pirate themes, in which the friend 
of a novelist finds himself actually living 
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dangerously in the pages of a book in 
production. We have an idea it serves 
him right for running around with such 
dangerous characters as authors. 

In the second, with considerably less 
success, Hubbard tackles a sort of psycho¬ 
logical mystery-suspense. In it a man 
named Lowry finds himself suffering from 
a brief amnesia as well as a loss of hat 
and, when he solves his riddle, discovers 
himself to be more than a single murderer. 
Nice chap if you go for M and the like, 
"iou like Hubbard, you’ll like the book. 
On the whole we did. 

* * * 

THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES by Ray 
Bradbury, Bantam Books, New York (25c) 

What was probably the finest of stf book 
published last year is at last out in two- 
bit form—and mercifully unabridged. Those 
who have yet to read THE THIRD EX¬ 
PEDITION, —AND THE MOON BE 
STILL AS BRIGHT, NIGHT MEETING, 
THE SILENT TOWNS, THE MILLION- 
YEAR PICNIC and other Bradbury clas¬ 
sics included ought to visit their neighbor¬ 
hood psychiatrist if they don’t grab this 
chance to do so—and everyone knows that 
those who vist psychiatrists ought to have 
their heads examined. Enough said. 

“U)kcd Ons 

IfYlcm Know a .. ” 


by Ralph Cox 


W E LIKE to think that work on atom¬ 
ic energy is pretty well guarded— 

and it is. True, a Jot of spies and traitors 
have been uncovered in recent years and 
there is no doubt that the Soviets got a lot 
of information on atomic physics this way. 
But they also got a lot more information 
by “listening in on the party-line” winch 
goes into operation every time an atomic 
bomb is exploded and which anyone can 
hear if he’s got the equipment. 

The “party line” is, of course, the upper 
atmosphere and the wind currents which 
carry the products of atomic fission far 


and wide over the world. Sampling planes 
sent into the atmosphere over Siberia, let’s 
say, equipped with suitable counters and 
detectors, can get an excellent idea of just 
what kind of an atomic explosion went off 
in Nevada. There’s no way to stop this. 

_ Conversely, the U.S. and European phy¬ 
sicists can pick up the Soviet party line 
by the very same methods. We have an ex¬ 
cellent picture of Soviet atomic progress 
obtained in just this way. Advances in 
science are, fortunately or unfortunately, 
just like cryptograms; no matter how 
complex and confusing a code may be 
made, it was made by men—therefore it 
can be interpreted and analyzed by other 
men. There ain’t no secrets! 



FROM FREUD TO KINSEY is offered here for only $1.98. Th« 
Kinsey Report is tfre most extensive investigation into sexual 
behavior in America. It broke like a bombshell! IT the public 
code of morals were strictly enforced, according to Kinsey. 95% 
of the active male population would have to be put away. Actual 
figures are given on sex practices, and sex relations existing on 
different age levels among social groups in a new book explaining 
the Kinsey Report—-FROM FREUD TO KINSEY. 

NEW FACTS ABOUT YOURSELF 

Things previously not talked about now appear widespread and 
common. For people who are tortured with shame, startling new 
information is available. Many divorces may be averted and 
broken families saved with this new knowledge. This amazing 
book also presents other vital 20th century sex studies. Works 
of Freud. Ellis. Stupes, Sanger and others are explained in 
simple, non*technical language. 

ORDER ON APPROVAL 

Try FROM FREUD TO KINSEY 10 DAYS AT OUR EXPENSE. 
Money back if not satisfied. C.O.D. Pay postman $1.98 plus postage. 
If you send $1.98, we pay postage. 

PLAZA BOOK CO., Dept. K-4711 
109 Broca Street New York 4, N. Y. 



Remove ail tobacco craving safe in every form and join the thousands 
who have completely obtained satisfactory freedom from tobacco 
with the old genuine TOBACCO BANISHER. Send for FREE BOOKLET 
describing the ill effects of tobacco, and a safe, reliable Home treat¬ 
ment. A proven success for 39 years. 

GUSTAF H. GUSTAFSON CO. 

2325 E. Vickery filvd. Dept. r.C?. Ft. Worth 3, Texas 
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SENSATIONAL VIEWER WITH 20 FULL- 

COLQP PH0T05 OF BEAUTIFUL,"TALENTEO* 
MODELS. DIFFERENT GIRL IN EACH EXCITING/ 
REVEALING POSE. VI EWER COMPLETE WITH 
20 PHOTOS, SENT PREPAID FOR $1 IN PLAIN 
5EALE0 WRAPPER. NO C.O.D. S. 


NATIONAL, Dept. 57 8, Sox 3-Sta. E, Toledo 9, Ohio 


FOR RESIDENTS OF NEW YORK CITY ONLY 
YOU CAN NOW HAVE ANY DREAM YOU WANT 

A remarkable technique has been discovered by v/hich any 
person can reach his own subconscious mind and harness it 
to work in his favor. 

In order io arrange a free trial session in this technique call 
JE 7-2933 on a Thursday evening between 7 P.M. and 
10 P.M. 


ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 4 NOVELTIES 

Our VEST POCKET series of ILLUSTRATED COMIC BOOKLETS are 
the kind that art 1 Fully Illustrated with comic characters. The Novel ties 
are the kind You want for Excitement and Amusement. 16 Different 
booklets and -1 Different novelties sent prepaid in sealed envelope on 
receipt of SI*00, Xo C.O.D. orders or checks accepted. Wholesale 
Price List included with orders only. Live Wire Novelty Co.* 
3 Orchard Street, 0-pt, IOS-N, New York 2, N. Y. 














































